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New U.S. Army uniform regulation goes online

See UNIFORM, Page 2

By Staff  Sgt. Marcia Triggs

Army News Service
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Horsing around

Grecian Firebolt tests

Homeland Security
By Chris Walz

Army News Service

Staff Sgt. Todd W. Puckett, from the airfields section of
the 200th/201st Expeditionary Red Horse Squadron, cuts
conduit for future airfield taxiway lighting at a forward-
deployed location. Currently, seven Red Horse squadrons
are providing heavy construction work  supporting Op-
eration Enduring Freedom.

WASHINGTON — The most
current uniform policy regulation
went online June 25, and clarifica-
tion of the Army’s tattoo policy is
only one of two dozen changes or
updates that will take effect Aug. 1.

The one change people
won’t see in the regulation is
males having the authority to
carry umbrellas. The Army is not
ready for that change, said Mas-
ter Sgt. Kittie Messman, the uni-
form policy noncommissioned
officer for the Army’s G-1.

� Tattoos
Last December, the Army an-

nounced that changes were be-
ing staffed, and the tattoo policy
is one that underwent the most
modifications.

See COMMO, Page 3

FORT MEADE, Md. — This
year’s annual Grecian Firebolt exer-
cise tested a worldwide communi-
cations network that could be used
for Homeland Security.

“We are basically AT&T for the
Army, with a lot of encryption,” said
node switcher, Pvt. Leland Hughes,
a member of the 280th Signal Battal-
ion from Wilmington, Del. “We want
to make sure this system can talk to
tha t  sys tem hundreds  of  mi les
away.”

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency joined the month-
long exercise that ends this week as
part of the Homeland Security sce-
nario, and so did the U.S. Joint
Forces Command.

FEMA directors said they like
the Army’s signal reliability and the
versatility of using several commu-
nication paths. They also like any
path increasing their speed of con-
tacting the Department of Defense.

“We want to stay in a readiness
posture, especially after 9-11,” said

Selection board
to convene
this fall
  The command ser-

geant major and ser-

geant major selction

board convenes Oct. 1.

  Those considered

for promtion are:

� All master sergeants

(promotable) and up

with a basic Army ser-

vice date of Oct. 1,

1977 or later; and

� All master sergeants

or first sergeants with

a date of rank of Sept.

30 or earlier and a ba-

sic Army service date

of Oct. 1, 1977 or later.

   For more informa-

tion, visit Detachment

D, 101st Soldier Sup-

port Battalion, in Mo-

tel 6, or call 303-640-

0381.

Priest slain
in Colombian
conflict
BOGOTA, Colombia

(AP) — A Catholic

priest who was criti-

cal of leftist rebels

was gunned down in

front of a church

where he had just per-

formed mass, becom-

ing the latest religious

leader killed in

Colombia’s escalating

civil war.
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“Under the old regulation, it
stated that tattoos were prohib-
ited on the face, neck and head.
... Now, it states that tattoos are
not to be visible in the Class A
uniform with trousers. So there
is a common standard for both
males and females,” Messman
said.

Soldiers who currently have
tattoos on their hands will be
“grand-fathered” and allowed to
keep them, Messman said, as
long as the tattoos are inoffen-
sive.

Offensive tattoos anywhere
on the body are prohibited, but
tattoos that are not offensive
need to be documented in a writ-
ten report at the discretion of the
commander. To eliminate subjec-
tive opinions from one command
to the next, the soldier will
present the written documenta-
tion at his new assignment,
Messman said.

� Berets
The beret, which is a new

clothing item, is addressed in the
updated regulation. When sol-
diers are not wearing the beret
outside, they should be carry-
ing it, Messman said.

Soldiers should not attach
headgear to the uniform, hang it
from their belt or put it in a uni-
form pocket. This headgear
policy has always been in effect,
Messman explained.

“The regulation has to
change with time,” Messman
said. “If not we’d still be wear-
ing uniforms from the Civil War.”

All soldiers are exempt from
wearing headgear to evening
social events (after retreat). The
Army flash is the only one au-
thorized on the black beret, un-
less authorization for distinctive
flashes was granted (i.e.,

OPFOR) before June 14, 2001.

� Phones & pagers
A new policy regarding

cell phones and pagers is one
addition to the regulation that
was generated by technol-
ogy, Messman said.

Under the regulation,
only one electronic device will
be authorized for wear on the
uniform in the performance of
official duties. The device
may be either a cell phone or
pager — not both. The de-
vice must be black in color
and may not exceed 4 by 2 by
1 inches. Devices that do not
comply with these criteria may
not be worn on the uniform
and must be carried in the
hand, bag or in some other
carrying container.

Messman is the principal
adviser for changes to the
uniform policy, but she said
the changes that were made
came from recommendations.

“We depend a lot on lead-
ership in the field,” Messman
said. “They know the young
soldiers of today. I get their
input on when it’s time to al-
low something that wasn’t al-
lowed before, or when some-
thing starts becoming a dis-
traction and needs to be ad-
dressed.”

� Grooming
The policy change autho-

rizing braids and cornrows is
an example of items that were
once seen as inappropriate in
the workplace, but now con-
sidered conservative and
business-like, Messman said.
And the policy clarification
that prohibits two-toned mani-
cured nails is an example of a
growing trend that has no
place in the work area, she
added.

People usually have the
hardest time accepting the
grooming policies, Messman
said. “We don’t want to rob
people of their individuality,”
Messman said. “But the Army
has never professed to be a
leader in fashion. Our goal is
to create a conservative, pro-
fessional image and some of
the more trendy styles will not
accomplish that goal.”

Dreadlocks are prohibited
for all soldiers. Prohibited hair
dye colors include purple,
blue, pink, green, orange,
bright fire-engine red and neon
colors.

“If soldiers use dyes, tints
or bleaches, they must choose
those that result in natural hair
colors,” Messman said.

Women are authorized to
wear braids and cornrows;
baldness is authorized for
males, either natural or shaved.

Males are not authorized to
wear nail polish and they must
keep nails trimmed to the tip of
the finger. Females must keep
nails trimmed no longer than
1/4 inch, as measured from the
fingertip. Two-tone or multi-
tone manicures and nail de-
signs are prohibited. Prohib-
ited nail polish colors include
bright fire-engine red, khaki or
camouflage, purple, gold, blue,
black, white and neon colors.

Tinted or colored con-
tacts,  and contacts that
change the shape of the iris
are prohibited, as they are
not medically required. The
only tinted contacts autho-
rized are opaque lenses
(when prescribed for eye in-
juries) and clear corrective vi-
sion lenses.

� Camelbacks
Commanders may autho-

rize the use of a camouflage

hydration system (commonly
called “camelbacks”) for field
duty or on work details. Sol-
diers will not use these devices
in a garrison environment, un-
less directed by the com-
mander.

� DCUs
Sew-on insignia is now au-

thorized for the desert BDUs.
Soldiers may wear the same in-
signia and awards as are worn
on the woodland camouflage
battle dress uniform.

� Pregnant soldiers
Soldiers who are pregnant

should wear the PT uniform
until the uniform becomes too
small or too uncomfortable. At
that time, pregnant soldiers
may wear civilian equivalent
workout attire. Leaders will not
require soldiers to purchase
larger PT uniforms to accom-
modate the pregnancy.

� Miscellaneous
Wear of the RDI on the AG

415 class B shirt is optional.
The category of the EOD

Badge is changed from group
5 to group 3.

A wear-out date for the fe-
male officer black mess uniform
is Sept. 30, 2003.

The updated policy can be
found on the following Web
site www.usapa.army.mil/
pdffiles/r670_1.pdf.

Messman said regardless
of what media sources put out,
soldiers should first seek clari-
fication from AR 670-1, and fo-
cus on what the regulation
states now, and what will go
into affect in August, she
added. In order to keep up with
the pace of changing times the
regulation is periodically re-
viewed.
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duced by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment at Bagram Air
Base, Afghanistan.
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� Editor — Sgt. Reeba Critser
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In accordance with AR 360-1, this Army newspaper is an
authorized publication for members of the U.S. military over-
seas. Contents of Freedom Watch are not necessarily the offi-
cial view of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Depart-
ment of Defense or the Department of the Army.

All submissions are subject to editing for size and content
by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment, located in Motel 6,
CJTF - 180, Bagram Air Base.

To be added to the distribution list, e-mail
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FREEDOM WATCHLocal weather
    TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:

Today Monday

Bagram: Showers Showers

H: 99F H: 97F
L: 66F L: 68F

Kandahar: Haze Haze

H: 108F H: 109F
L:  70F L: 72F

Kabul: Showers Showers

H: 93F H: 91F
L: 66F L: 68F

Uzbekistan: Cloudy Clear

H: 96F H: 95
L: 48F L: 46

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team

Got a story idea?  Visit the 28th Public Affairs Detachment on the second floor of Motel 6, or call 640-8000.

Check out Freedom Watch online at www.centcom.mil/operations/CJTF%20180/cjtf180.htm

Ozzie Baldwin, the tele-
communications man-
ager at the Texas Mo-
bile Emergency Re-
sponse Support office.
“Now we know that we
have several ways of
communicating. It’s re-
assuring to know we
can contact the (DoD)
should a crisis or emer-
gency situation come
up.”

U.S. Joint Forces
Command was in-
volved in the exercise
to observe the
interoperability be-
tween Army and Air

Force communications
assets. The command
is evaluating the infra-
structure for a Home-
land Security defense
communications tem-
plate.

“Everybody is
pushing for joint ef-
forts and joint commu-
nications,” said Maj.
Anthony Britton, from
the Joint Forces Com-
mand. “There’s not
much in the military
anymore that 's just
Army-or Air Force-
specific.”

“S ing le - se rv ice
missions are a thing of
the past,” agreed the

commander of the
311th Theater Signal
Command, Maj. Gen.
George Bowman. “We
are looking wider and
broader and helping
one another in order to
keep America’s free-
doms.”

The exercise, which
began June 1 and con-
cludes this week, costs
approximately $1.2 mil-
lion dollars budgeted
annually by reserve-
component units par-
ticipating in it.

“In the past, the
Army couldn’t commu-
nicate with the Air
Force or the Navy, and

COMMO, from Page 1 vice versa,” said Bow-
man. “We’re not com-
pletely there yet. That’s
why we have these ex-
ercises - to see what we
need to do to make it all
work.”

Another purpose of
the exercise is to give
Reserve-component
signal troops valuable
time with the equip-
ment.

“We need to know
what to do in a wartime
situation,” said satel-
lite operator Senior
Airman Paul Rolla.
“Satellite time is lim-
ited, so we need to take
advantage of the time

we have with the
equipment.”

Troops at Fort
Meade did experience
minor technical difficul-
ties over the month-
long Grecian Firebolt ex-
ercise, most stemming
from the sweltering heat
and equipment age,
Hughes said.

“We had some mi-
nor problems, but that’s
the purpose of these
training exercises. We
need to learn how to fix
these problems,”
Hughes said. “I’ve
learned more in this ex-
ercise than I have in the
past five years.”
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COALITION SPORTSZONE

    Germany 1-0 Paraguay

    England 3-0 Denmark

    Senegal 2-1,OT, Sweden

    Spain 1-1 Ireland (Spain advances 3-2 PKs)

    United States 2-0 Mexico

    Brazil 2-0 Belgium

    Turkey 1-0 Japan

    South Korea 2-1, OT, Italy

2002 World Cup second round schedule

World Cup quarterfinals
Germany 1-0 United States

Brazil 1-0 England

Turkey 1-0, OT, Senegal

South Korea 0-0 Spain (S. Korea wins 5-3 in PKs)

World Cup semifinals
Germany 1-0 South Korea

Brazil 1-0 Turkey

World Cup Final @ Yokohama, Japan
Brazil 2-0 Germany

July 4th
5K run

Iron Rakkasan will host an Independence Day 5k Run
at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.

The entry fee is $10, which includes a T-shirt.
To sign up, visit the 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry Regi-

ment S-4 shop; any 3rd Bn., 187th Infantry Company head-
quarters in Viper City; the mayor's office in Motel 6; or at
the SSA.

For more information, call Capt. Christian Teutsch at
640-1116.

The Day in Sports

Brazil wins fifth World Cup championship
       Ronaldo scored twice in the second half Sunday as Bra-

zil won the 2002 World Cup with a 2-0 victory over Ger-

many. Brazil, the only country to appear in all 17 World

Cups, improved on the record haul by winning its fifth crown,

adding to its successes in 1958, 1962, 1970, 1994.

     Assuring his place in Brazilian soccer history, Ronaldo

matched the mark of the legendary Pele by collecting his

12th career World Cup goal.

(Information taken from sports.yahoo.com)

NL, AL team selected for 2002 All-Star game
     Joe Torre and Bob Brenly each took six players from

their respective teams as both squads were announced for

the July 9 game in Milwaukee.

      The AL and NL starting lineups:

C - Jorge Posada, N.Y. Yankees, C - Mike Piazza, N.Y. Mets

1B - Jason Giambi, N.Y. Yankees, 1B - Todd Helton, Col.

2B - Alfonso Soriano, N.Y. Yankees, 2B- Jose Vidro, Montreal

3B - Shea Hillenbrand, Boston, 3B - Scott Rolen, Phil.

SS - Alex Rodriguez, Texas, SS - Jimmy Rollins, Phil.

OF - Manny Ramirez, Boston, OF - Barry Bonds, S.Fran

OF - Ichiro Suzuki, Seattle, OF- Sammy Sosa, Chicago

OF - Torii Hunter, Minnesota, OF - Vladimir Guerrero, Mont.

       Pitchers selected by managers include:

AL- Roy Halladay, Toronto; Derek Lowe, Boston; Pedro

Martinez, Boston; Mark Buehrle, Chicago; Barry Zito, Oak-

land; Freddy Garcia, Seattle; Eddie Guardado, Minnesota;

Kazuhiro Sasaki, Seattle; Mariano Rivera, NY Yankees

July 4th festivities at

Bagram Air Base
� 0430Z — 3-on-3 basketball tourney at the Combat Area
Support Hospital or 129th Facility

� 0530Z — Soccer challenge at Dragon City

� 0730Z — Brunch BBQ at Viper City Dining Facility

� 0830Z — Horseshoe tourney at Viper City

� 0930Z — Volleyball tourney at the Polish compound

� 1400Z — Tournament winners awards presentation
at the Joint Operations Center pavilion

� 1420Z — Mass re-enlistment at the Joint Operations
Center flag pole

� 1430Z — Back yard patio BBQ for U.S. and coali-
tion commanders and command sergeants major

� 1500Z — Evening festivities will include music, lights,
appetizers and cold beverages at the cement pad in front
of Motel 8.

   For more information, call 640-8137.


